A Holiday Letter to Our Rotary Family: Rotary
December 2025 Club of West Ottawa

Dear Rotary family, friends, and neighbours:

As the year winds down and the lights return to our city, we find ourselves doing
what families often do in December: looking back with gratitude and pride at what
we accomplished together. 2025 was full of steady service, bright moments, and
heartfelt connection. We gathered, learned, delivered, fundraised, travelled, sang,
and supported our community. Thank you for being part of this meaningful year.

Planting Peace

On September 21, 2025, we partnered with All Saints’ Anglican Church Westboro
and First United Church Ottawa to dedicate a Peace Pole in the Healing Forest
Garden. Bearing the message “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in multiple languages, it
symbolizes hope, reconciliation, and community.

Youth, Literacy, and Learning

Our work with young people and educators remained at the heart of our service.
Prepared and Positive brought parents and caregivers together at Saint Paul
University for practical tools to support youth mental health, while Dictionary4Life
delivered hundreds of dictionaries to Grade 3 students, sparking joy in classrooms
across the city.

The Free Reading Program continues to impact literacy: over 500,000 users
worldwide are learning to read through this initiative. Any Rotary Club, along with
non-profits and businesses keen on social responsibility, can now get their own
branded literacy campus. Visit rcwo.org to sign up.

Our inaugural Adventure in Finance, delivered with Youth Ottawa, was received
positively by youth, who built real-life financial skills. Stay tuned for AiF 2026!

Service Above Self in Ottawa

We supported the Ottawa Rotary Home, The Ottawa Mission, the Multifaith Housing
Initiative, The Ottawa Food Bank, and more, ensuring essential services remained
strong. We also provided direct volunteer support: preparing garlic and wrapping
gifts for OCAPDD (Ottawa-Carleton Association for Persons with Developmental
Disabilities); assembling holiday packages for women in need; assisting at an aid
station for IRONMAN Ottawa; and delivering food donations to the Caldwell Centre.



Building Friendships Near and Far

The District 7040 Friendship Exchange welcomed Rotarians from Mumbai; in January
2026, nine local Rotarians, including three from our club, will visit India. We also signed
twinning agreements with the Rotary Clubs of Accra-Airport East (Ghana) and Kyiv-
Balzac (Ukraine), deepening our global partnerships.

Our international development work expanded through nine projects in Cuba, Peru,
Lebanon, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, and Ukraine, with eight new initiatives beginning in
seven countries, including Rwanda. These projects are strengthening education, water
systems, women's enterprise, sanitation, health systems, and community well-being.

Fundraising with Heart

Our Cash Calendar campaign continues: it's not too late! Get your chance to win
$16,000 in prizes, with draws from $20 to $1000 every day in 2026! Email
rcwocalendars@gmail.com. And this fall, Rotary Mums for Thanksgiving brightened
thousands of homes and raised essential funds, powered by dozens of volunteers.

Fellowship and Celebration

We shared garden tours, lunches, weekly meetings, and community events, each
strengthening the bonds between members. A highlight was our caroling afternoon in
the ByWard Market, with over 40 singers and a large dinner afterwards.

Staying Connected

If your workplace or community group would welcome our club, we'd be delighted to
participate. We have engaging presentations and materials ready to go!

Visit us on Facebook as RotaryClubOfWestOttawa or at rcwo.org.

Looking Ahead to 2026

* Prepared and Positive: April 18

» District 7040 Conference: April 24-26
* Rotary International Convention:
June 13-17

We wish you and yours all the best for
the holiday season and send our hope
for the world: may peace prevail on
Earth.

Yours in Rotary Service,
The Rotary Club of West Ottawa




